St. Mary’s

The 2016-17 school year will be a special
one. St. Mary’s School officially opened
50 years ago on September 6, 1966, and
St. Mary’s plans to celebrate all year
long. Among the celebrations will be an
alumni reception, a balloon launch, and
special treats throughout the year. Much
has changed since St. Mary’s School first
opened its doors, but the school spirit
and faith-filled environment has
remained constant.
As an important part of Edwardsville’s
history and the historic LeClaire
neighborhood, St. Mary’s Parish and

School is the spiritual home for over 650
families today, and it continues to grow
along with the Edwardsville community.
Faculty gave parents a peek into a day in
the life of a St Mary’s student at the
annual Curriculum Night on August 31st.
From homework expectations to
Chromebook demonstrations to helpful
study skills, St. Mary’s teachers prepared
school families for a successful school
year that includes lots of learning and
just as much fun. More than ever, St.
Mary’s School demonstrates to all that it
is a school to believe in!

WANTED: St. Mary’s School Alumni Did you go to St. Mary’s School? We want to hear from you!
Please fill out an information card from the church atrium or contact the school office at 618-656-1230.

Mark Your Calendar
In just two years, St. Mary’s School’s K-4 soccer program has taken off! “It's really
exciting to see the number of students interested in representing St. Mary's on the
soccer field,” Matt Bettlach, St. Mary’s Athletic Director says. “As a coach myself (at
Triad High School), it’s always nice to see the interest
in soccer grow every year.” Mr. B has had to order
extra soccer jerseys twice since the season
officially opened on August 1st as more and
more players decided to join the fun. St.
Mary’s has close to 60 players representing
the T-birds against teams in southern
Madison County and the Belleville Diocese.
Our five teams consist of a co-ed
Kindergarten team, boys and girls grades
1/2, and boys and girls grades 3/4. With only
a few games squeezed in around the rain,
Soccer T-birds are off to a great start!

9/09 - 9/10 - St. Mary’s Fall Fest
9/15 - Moms Group 9:15 Adult Ed Room
9/20 - School Picture Day
9/21 - PTC Meeting 7 pm Cafeteria
9/28 - 50th Anniversary Balloon Launch
9/30 - SPIRIT DAY
9/30 - PTC Glo Bingo at K of C Hall
10/03 - 10/09 - Book Fair
10/05 - ECSB in Homecoming Parade
10/07 - Grandparents Day
10/12 - 10/14 - 7th Grade Space Camp
10/12 - 10/14 - 8th Grade Trout Lodge
10/14 - End of First Quarter

Follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/StMarysSchoolEdwardsville
St. Mary’s School · 1802 Madison Avenue · Edwardsville, Illinois 62025 · 618.656.1230 · secretary@stmaryedw.org

The Edwardsville Catholic Schools Band has been working hard to prepare for the 2016-2017
season. 56 Senior Band members from St. Mary’s and St. Boniface began their work at Band
Camp before the school year even started, practicing marching on the hot blacktop and
immersing themselves in the music for three days of their summer vacation. They continue their
work at two 60-minute, after-school rehearsals and one 30-minute lesson each week. Their
commitment is evidence of their love for this art. The community gets to enjoy their music at
festivals, concerts, parades, and contests throughout the year. Your first chance to enjoy the
sounds of the ECSB is the St. Mary’s Fall Fest on September 9th where the Senior Band will play
one of their favorites, “Final Countdown,” among other great selections. 28 Junior Band
members are also hard at work learning to play new instruments and to coordinate marching
steps. They will march along with the Senior Band in three parades this fall. Keep an eye out for
this talented group!

Have you met a school-aged
child who is not familiar with a
touch screen, a tablet, or a
computer? St. Mary’s is using
these tools to enhance learning
at every age level. Technology
has taken the classroom by storm. iPads and
Chromebooks are being utilized to support
lessons, complete homework, and provide
easy access to online assignments and tests.

In just its 5th year, Father McGivney
Catholic High School is growing fast,
and so is the number of St. Mary’s
Alumni making their mark at McGivney!

St. Mary’s School opened with
All-School Mass on Thursday,
August 18th. Come join us for
All-School Mass anytime at 8 am
on Thursdays!

PreK-2nd grades use iPad Pros in the
classrooms for spelling, reading, and math
practice apps. Each student in grades 3-5
uses a Chromebook for spelling and
vocabulary classes, as well as practicing
reading and writing with Google Classroom
apps. The Junior High students use their
Chromebooks for vocabulary, writing
collaboration, and research.
Computer teacher, Mrs. Etzkorn, likes the
Chromebooks for sharpening keyboarding
skills and for engaging the students with math
games and creative assignments. Music class
even incorporates YouTube videos for viewing
concerts and music composition.
No student is too young or too old to have this
amazing opportunity to explore technology at
St. Marys. Thank you PTC and all the
generous donors who helped provide our
students with this experience!

Come see for yourself what makes St. Mary’s School a school to believe in!
Schedule a personal tour with Diane Villhard, Enrollment Director, at 618.531.6172 or dvillhard@gmail.com

