St. Mary’s

Bright sunshine and a fall
breeze made for a perfect
balloon launch to kick off a
year of celebrating St.
Mary’s
School’s
50th
Anniversary! St. Mary’s
preschoolers through eighth graders wearing
special 50th Anniversary t-shirts gathered in
front of the school building where they sang
“Happy Birthday” to St. Mary’s School before
releasing maroon and white balloons into the
bright blue sky.
“We’re going to celebrate all year
long,” Principal Wepking said,
“We have events planned for
each month – service projects,
reunions, a time capsule, just lots
of fun activities.”

Mrs. Bodinet, as well as another former
principal, Jean Johnson, were there to join in
the fun at the
balloon launch. The
current and past
principals, faculty,
parents, alumni, Fr.
Dan, and other
parishioners reminisced and looked through old photos of the
early days of St. Mary’s School while enjoying
doughnuts with the student body later in the
morning.

difference over the years is probably our
technology.”

“St. Mary’s School has always been known
for its academic reputation, as well as its
family environment,” Fr. Dan said, “We offer
more extra-curricular activities and service
opportunities than ever, but the biggest

St. Mary’s will be sharing historical school
photos on our school Facebook page at
Facebook.com/StMarysSchoolEdwardsville so
be sure to check it out and see how St.
Mary’s has changed over the years!

“Smart boards, Chromebooks, iPads, and the
Internet make learning fast and fun for the
students,” Mrs. Wepking added, “But it’s in
combination with good, old-fashioned pencils
and paper and experienced, dedicated
teachers who make
sure the students
succeed academically,
socially,
and
faithfully.”

WANTED: St. Mary’s School Alumni Did you go to St. Mary’s School? We want to hear from you!
Please fill out an information card from the church atrium or contact the school office at 618-656-1230.

Mark Your Calendar
10/03 - 10/09 - Book Fair in Library
10/05 - ECSB in Homecoming Parade
10/07 - Grandparents Day
10/09 - Confirmation Commitment
10/12 - 10/14 - 7th Grade Space Camp
10/12 - 10/14 - 8th Grade Trout Lodge
10/14 - T-Bird Toddlers at 9 am in gym
10/14 - End of First Quarter
10/20 - Mom Chat at 9:15 in Adult Ed Rm
10/27-28 - Parent/Teacher Conferences
10/31 - ECSB in Halloween Parade

Mommy & Me group meets every first Monday and second
Friday in the gym for music, visiting, and playtime! Come
join the fun! For more info, contact Kellie at 618-719-6653.

Follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/StMarysSchoolEdwardsville

St. Mary’s School · 1802 Madison Avenue · Edwardsville, Illinois 62025 · 618.656.1230 · secretary@stmaryedw.org

The Thunderbirds had a busy fall season with lots of
soccer wins in our Kindergarten through 4th grade
Catholic schools league. In addition to learning new Everyone was nice and welcomed me on the team.
~ Riley S.
soccer skills, the players practiced teamwork and
I liked the atmosphere of the team, always being
sportsmanship throughout the season.
St. Mary's 6th - 8th grade boys were invited to round out St. Boniface's baseball team for the
fall season. What a great example of our Catholic schools working together! There were so
many opportunities for sharing of talents, renewal of old friendships,
development of new friendships, and more. The boys finished with a 4-3
record, with wins against Trinity Lutheran, Maryville Christian,
Evangelical-Godfrey, and St. Paul-Highland. Unfortunately, the season
was shortened by rainouts and excessive heat at times (Jackson P.’s
season ended prematurely due to a broken wrist ), but the
Thunderbirds appreciated the opportunity to play with the St. Boniface
team. With many of the boys setting their sights on attending Father
McGivney, maybe we’ll see them as teammates again in high school.

I learned how to come to
attention and when to
raise my instrument to
play.
~ Ellie C.

I learned how to get a
better sound on the bass
drum.
~ Sean V.

I learned that when we
come to attention our feet
should be together.
~ Steven K.

funny and picking each other up. My favorite
highlight from the season was when we won
against Trinity.
~ Jackson P.

I liked how the two schools worked together. I was
excited to pitch a perfect game through four innings against Evangelical, and then St. Boniface’s
Noah B. came in and only gave up one hit to close
out the game. With the team’s defense behind us,
together we threw a one-hitter! ~ Matthew G.
One of the best parts of being on the St. Boniface
team was having a chance to play on the same
team as my older brother.
~ Daniel G.

I learned lots of things…
like how to stand at
"attention." ~ Jude H.

To raise my flute at the
right time, I learned to
think “squeeze-pop” for a
crisp motion. ~ Ava H.

EDWARDSVILLE CATHOLIC SCHOOLS BAND LEARNS FROM THE VERY BEST!
Gearing up for parade season, the Edwardsville Catholic Schools Band (ECSB) – a marching
band of St. Mary’s and St. Boniface Schools fifth through eighth graders – invited a special
guest to make sure they are in tip top shape. Gunnery Sergeant Devon Van, former Drum
Major, Marine Corps Recruit Depot Band, San Diego, worked with the band on marching
and formation last week. Currently a Marine Recruiter at the Edwardsville Office, Sergeant
Devon Van was the Drum Major for the US Marine West Coast Composite Band that
performed in the 2015 Rose Bowl Parade.
The ECSB is led by band directors, Susannah Arana and Marsha Etzkorn, Sergeant Van’s
aunt. The 55 members of the ECSB march in a number of parades in Edwardsville, including
the Edwardsville Homecoming Parade and the Halloween Parade this month. Watch for
their keen formation and discipline learned from the very best!

Sign up now for the Father McGivney
Catholic High School Halloween 5K Run/
Walk on Saturday, October 29th at 8 am.
There will be a Halloween Party for kids
where they can wear their costumes, trick
-or-treat, make crafts, and play games
while parents run the 5K. For registration
forms, visit www.McGivneyGriffins.com.

You can tell it’s Fall when Mrs.
Blumberg’s and Mrs. Sherry’s
Preschoolers learn about
apples and make applesauce!

Come see for yourself what makes St. Mary’s School a school to believe in!
Schedule a personal tour with Diane Villhard, Enrollment Director, at 618.531.6172 or dvillhard@gmail.com

