
St. Mary’s 

Mary’s School’s small 
class sizes, dedicated 
teachers, and eager, 
curious students are the 
perfect combination to 
create experience-led 
learning opportunities. 

“From dissections to virtual labs to peer 
teaching, the curriculum is exciting for 
the students,” Ms. Weaver, junior 
high science teacher says. “When 
they think outside the text books 
is when you really see them 
learning the material, not just 
memorizing it.” 

Even religion class was 
brought to life when 8th 
grade Confirmation 
students presented their 
chosen patron saints in a  

Living Saints Museum for the other classes 
to experience in a whole new way on All 
Saints Day. Way to think outside the 
classroom, St. Mary’s! 

St. Mary’s teachers aren’t afraid to take their 
students out of the classroom, get their 
hands dirty, and learn through doing! Even 
though it’s early in the school year, our 7th 
graders have already attended Space Camp in 
Huntsville, Alabama, and our 8th graders 
have learned leadership and team-building at 

a Trout Lodge retreat. 
Classes at all grade 
levels have done 
experiments and 
presented creative 
projects inside and 

outside the St. Mary’s state of the art science 
lab. Our junior high students and faculty 
took STREAM learning to a whole new level 
by holding a mock wedding that proved to be 
a fun cross-curricular project. 

A student’s learning EXPERIENCE is an 
important part of his or her education. St. 
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WANTED: St. Mary’s School Alumni  
Did you go to St. Mary’s School? 

We want to hear from you! 
Please fill out an information card from the church 

atrium or contact the school office at 618-656-1230.  

 

Mark Your Calendar 
11/11 - T-Bird Toddlers at 9 am in gym 
11/11 - ECSB in Veteran’s Day Parade 
11/16 - PTC Chili Cook-Off at 6 pm 
11/17 - First Reconciliation Parent Mtg. 
11/23-25 - Thanksgiving Break 
12/01 - First Reconciliation 
12/03 - Breakfast with Santa 
12/05-06 - Santa’s Kottage 
12/08 - Christmas Band Tour 

                  Mock Wedding = 

Valuable STREAM Lesson? 

As far-fetched as it might sound, what started out as a 

pre-wedding celebration for St. Mary’s junior high math 

teacher, Ms. Alldredge, turned into a valuable STREAM (Science, 

Technology, Religion, Engineering, Art, Math) learning experi-

ence! The mock wedding was a team effort of students, parents, and 

teachers which turned out to be a valuable cross-curricular lesson as 

well: science/engineering (problem solving), technology (use of comput-

er technology for invitation template, banner graphics, music, and re-

search),  religion (providing a service, learning about the sacrament of 

marriage, and celebrating as a school family), English (research, writing, 

public speaking), art (creation of crepe-paper dresses, banners, aisle 

runners, decorations) and math (measuring banners, altar, aisle runner). 

This hands-on experience started off with a general goal — mock wed-

lot, had fun, and made a lasting memory for all of us, especially 

Miss Alldredge, soon –to-be-Mrs. Huelsmann! 

ding —which was followed by a planning meeting, and finally, tack-

ling a to-do list (smaller goals). Looking back, the students learned a 

St. Mary’s students celebrated All Saints Day by 
learning about the saints from the saints — our 
8th graders performed monologues dressed as 
their chosen Confirmation saints in a Living 
Saints Museum. Seated “asleep” at their 
stations until a class approached and pressed 
the start button, the saints each came alive to 
tell about his or her life and faith story. Students 
of all ages enjoyed this creative learning 

experience! Thank you, parents, grandparents, teachers, and Mrs. Wepking for 
helping create the Living Saints Museum experience. Most of all, thank you to the 8th 
graders for your hard work and great performances! 



“YOLO, Be Drug Free” was the theme for this year’s Red Ribbon Week, and the 
St. Mary’s students took full advantage of “You Only Live Once.” The fun-filled 
week was kicked off with each student making a pledge to stay drug free and 
wearing Red Ribbon bracelets to showcase their important promise. Tuesday 

the students “Socked it to Drugs” by wearing crazy socks. On 
Wednesday, the color red was worn to show the world they 
had pledged to be drug free, and Thursday was an important 
day writing thank you letters to the Police Department for all 
of their help keeping our community drug free. Friday ended 
the successful Red Ribbon Week with the students 
displaying their efforts to “Team Up Against Drugs” by 
wearing their favorite sports gear.  

Come see for yourself what makes St. Mary’s School a school to believe in! 

Schedule a personal tour with Diane Villhard, Enrollment Director, at 618.531.6172 or dvillhard@gmail.com 

EARLY DECISION DEADLINE: 

December 15th for $500 tuition credit 

www.mcgivneygriffins.com 

It’s great to be a Griffin! 

Follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/StMarysSchoolEdwardsville 

It’s that time of year again 
for the Thunderbirds to 
“hoop it up!” Boys and girls 
teams are practicing and 
starting their season this 

month. A calendar of all the games can be found 
on St. Mary’s website on the Sports page. Come 
out and show your school spirit. Go T-Birds!!! 

Grandparents enjoy the Book Fair on Grandparents Day! 

Preschool Car Show, Fire 

Station Field Trip, and 

Magic Pumpkin Patch! 

SPACE CAMP GIVES 7th GRADERS A TASTE OF OUTER SPACE 

7th graders and parent chaperones recently returned from Space 

- Space Camp, that is, at the U.S. Space and Rocket Center in 

Huntsville, AL. St. Mary's Science teacher, Ms. Weaver, said 

students were "constantly on the go" as they learned and 

experienced what it is like to be a space pioneer. Through team 

work and hands-on activities, 7th graders learned about the 

history and future of space exploration, built and launched 

rockets, and even met two real-life astronauts! Veteran parent 

chaperones noted that the Space Camp experience continues 

to get better and better over the years and that St. Mary's 

students were outstanding participants. 

Simulation rides including the Multi-Axis 

Trainer (which simulates a tumble spin during 

reentry of Earth's atmosphere), the Space 

Shot (which simulates the force of Earth's 

gravity upon liftoff), and the G-Force were 

highlights of this out-of-this-world field trip! 


