
St. Mary’s 

families of St. Mary’s School); 
volunteering in her community and 
parish (St. Paul in Highland); gardening; 
and spending time with her husband, 

mother, children, and 
grandchildren. 

“God has been very good 
to me and has blessed me 
with the opportunity to 
work and serve at St. 
Mary’s parish and school,” 
Mrs. Bodinet says, “Thank 
you to everyone for your 
good wishes and care.  I 
hope to see you in the 
upcoming months at St. 
Mary’s Parish and School 

anniversary events.”   

Mrs. Bodinet will be around for the 
beginning of the summer to make sure 
that everything is in order for next 
school year and to prepare incoming 
Principal Wepking for her new role.  So, 
be sure to stop in to say “hi” and wish 
her well! 

It was a packed house at Mrs. Bodinet’s 
retirement party at St. Mary’s!  Friends, 
family, alumni, students, parents, and 
parishioners enjoyed a beautiful tribute 
to Principal Peg Bodinet 
where they shared fond 
memories, fun stories, 
future plans, and lots of 
hugs. 

For 13 years, Mrs. 
Bodinet has offered a 
smiling welcome to each 
and every student on the 
way into school.  Her 
sweet reminder “Do your 
BEST WORK, be KIND to 
one another, and be a 
PEACEMAKER” every morning will be 
remembered by all the students who 
have been so fortunate to be a part of 
the St. Mary’s family during her 
leadership. 

Mrs. Bodinet’s career in Catholic 
education spans 45 years of service!  As 
for future plans, Mrs. Bodinet will be 
enjoying a trip to Disney World in June; 
visiting her son, daughter-in-law, and 
granddaughter, Madeline, in New York;  
a vacation in Hilton Head (a gift from the 
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Do your 

BEST WORK, 

be KIND 

to one another, 

and be a 

PEACEMAKER. 

~ Mrs. Peg Bodinet 

St. Mary’s 
by the Numbers 

I’m going to 

Disney 
World 

Mrs. Bodinet, 

you just served 45 

years in Catholic 

education!  What are 

you going to do now? 

270 

total years teaching 

experience of St. Mary’s 

14 faculty members 

23 

new K-8 students 

already enrolled at 

St. Mary’s for next year 

16 

St. Mary’s sports teams 

that competed during 

the 2015-16 school year 

13 

years of Mrs. Bodinet’s 

principalship at St. 

Mary’s 

50 
years since St. Mary’s 

School opened in 1966 

680 

service hours complet-

ed by St. Mary’s 8th 

graders this school year 

1 

conference champion-

ship won by St. Mary’s 

this year (volleyball) 

59 

medals earned by 

ECSB at the IGSMA 

district music contest 



Q:  What is the hardest thing about being a 
principal? 
A:  Leaving the classroom, but I’m looking 
forward to having a much larger classroom… 
the entire school! 

Q:  How do your start your day? 
A:  I am an early riser and like to 
start my day with some quiet time 
for prayer and reflection. 

Q:  What did you want to be 
when you grew up? 
A:  Wow, I think I have always 
wanted to be a teacher. I 
remember playing school with my 
friends and my dolls. I had a 
black board in my room, and it 
was my most prized possession. 

Q:  Why did you want to be a 
principal? 
A:  After teaching for many years, 
several people told me I should 
become a principal. That seed 
took root, and I went back to 
school to get my administration 
degree. 

Q:  Where is your favorite place 
to pray? 
A:  I like to sneak over to church 
during the day when no one else 
is there. It’s such a great feeling 

of peace and the presence of Christ. 

Q:  How do you feel about leading St. Mary’s 
School? 
A:  I am so excited to become a part of St. 
Mary’s family. I am honored and blessed to be 
named principal of such a great school.  Go 
Thunderbirds! 

Come see for yourself what makes St. Mary’s School 

a school to believe in! 
Schedule a personal tour with Diane Villhard, Enrollment Director, 

at 618.531.6172 or dvillhard@gmail.com 

Q:  Where did you work before St. Mary’s? 
A:  I have served in the Catholic school 
system my entire 35-year career… all at SS. 
Peter & Paul School in Collinsville, IL where I 
have been a teacher and assistant principal. 

Q:  What is your family like? 
A:  I have a wonderful husband, 
Russell, and we have been 
married for 32 years.  We have 
one daughter, Tara, who lives in 
Nashville, TN.  We also have 
two cats named Sophie and 
Maggie. 

Q:  Where do you go to church? 
A:  I belong to SS. Peter & Paul 
Parish where I serve as a lector, 
Eucharistic minister, and 
ministry leader. 

Q:  What do you like to do for 
fun? 
A:  I love to sit in our boat on 
my favorite lake, Bull Shoals, 
and read a mystery novel.   

Q:  Do you have any fun plans 
for this summer? 
A:  This summer I will be 
traveling to visit my parents in 
Mission, TX with my sister, 
Donna, and spending time at 
Bull Shoals Lake. 

Q:  What is the best thing about being a 
principal? 
A:  Visiting different classrooms and seeing 
all the students. I can help with their work and 
projects… but now I don’t have to grade 
them! 

Hometown: 
Troy, Illinois 

Favorite Movie: 
Wizard of Oz 

Favorite Music: 
Rock & Roll 

Favorite Grade School Subject: 
Reading 

Favorite Food: 
Mexican 

Phone Screen Background: 
Bull Shoals Lake Photo 

Favorite Team: 
St. Louis Cardinals 

Check out McGivney’s 
Summer Sports Camps at 
McGivneyGriffins.com! 

End of the 

School Year FUN! 

Athletics 
Awards 
Ceremony 

Band Awards 
Concert 

Field Trips 

Field Day! 

St. Mary’S 
School 

Class of 
2016 


