St. Mary’s

Students in grades K - 8 all played a part in St. Mary’s service project during the Advent season. The
upper grades measured and cut fleece, younger students assembled and tied the edges, and the
result was over 80 cozy lap blankets for University Nursing Home. It was a great experience for the
students as well as the wonderfully appreciative residents at the nursing home!

Junior High students dimmed the lights in the hallway at the end of each school day
during Advent and led an Advent candle prayer service before heading home. The
service was a way of keeping the focus on preparing their hearts and minds for the
coming of Jesus at Christmas.

“The Small One” — this year’s Christmas play — was heard loud and clear throughout the gym thanks to the new
sound system. The Edwardsville Catholic Schools Band Christmas Concert tour (at St. Boniface and St. Mary’s) was
an impressive show for the student bodies as well as many others. Right before break, every classroom
celebrated with a Christmas party led by parent volunteers with snacks, games, and crafts. To add just a bit more
spirit to the season, the 7th and 8th graders put on a production of Charlie Brown’s Christmas for all grades!

WANTED: St. Mary’s School Alumni
In honor of St. Mary’s School’s 50th Anniversary this year, we’re planning some alumni events! We invite friends, alumni, and
grandparents to please fill out an information card from the church atrium or contact the school office at 618-656-1230.

Mark Your Calendar
1/16 - NO SCHOOL - MLK Day
1/19 - Mom Chat - Adult Ed Rm, 9:15 am
1/19 - 1st Communion Parent Meeting
1/20 - T-Bird Toddlers - Gym, 9 am
1/22 - Open House & Alumni Reunion
1/22 - YMCA Skate Night - 5:15-7:15 pm
1/23 - T-Bird Toddlers - Gym, 9 am
1/26 - Confirmation Parent Meeting
01/29 - 02/04 - Catholic Schools Week

If you haven’t been in St. Mary’s Ray Hessel Gymnasium lately,
you’re in for a surprise! No more slick, broken tile… The beautiful,
modern, updated flooring is sure to make T-Bird Athletics safer and
more fun than ever before. Thanks to a generous donor for the new
floor, to Grable Flooring for removal of the old floor, and to the
Building & Grounds Committee for their hard work and research.
We promise to put it to good use. Just as basketball season is
wrapping up (girls and boys each have post-season tournaments),
boys’ and girls’ volleyball starts mid-January. Go T-Birds!
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DID YOU KNOW?
 St. Mary’s Preschool &
Pre-K teachers each
have over 25 years of
experience.
 Full-Day Preschool or Pre
-K plus After-Care is
more affordable than
many daycare options.
 St. Mary’s Preschool &
Pre-K programs are
specifically designed to
prepare students for
success in Kindergarten.

St. Mary’s is happy to announce new, flexible options for
3 and 4-year-old Preschool and Pre-K students. Both our
3-year-old Preschool and our 4-year-old Pre-K will be
offered for full-days or half-days, three days (MWF) or
five days per week starting next school year. The full-day option (3
or 5 days) can add on Extended Care (Before- and After-School Care)
as needed to fit parents’ schedules.

OPEN HOUSE:
January 29th, 1 - 3 pm
GRIFFIN NIGHTS:
(open to all 8th graders, 6:30 - 8 pm)
rd

Monday, January 23
Tuesday, February 21st
Tuesday, March 21st
www.mcgivneygriffins.com
It’s great to be a Griffin!

Follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/StMarysSchoolEdwardsville
 Chemical Reactions Lab
 Mirror Lab
 Lung
Model
 NASA Simulation Missions
(before Space Camp)
T-Bird Toddlers is a Mommy & Me Group where newborns
through preschoolers are welcome to bring their mommies/
grandmas/nannies/aunties to the gym twice a month for music
and playtime. Watch for monthly meeting dates on Facebook
(St. Mary’s School Edwardsville), Thunder newsletter, or in the
church bulletin. For more information, contact Kellie at kfrohnert@gmail.com.

 Protists and Fungi Online
Inspection Lab
 Soundwave Lab

 Electrical Circuits
(miniature radio, propeller launch, and buzzer)
The Extended Care Program has been caring for St.
Mary's Preschool - 8th grade students before and
after school for over two decades. Parents may drop
students off at 6:30 am and pick up by 6:00 pm. The program provides an after school snack,
homework help, and the opportunity to play and have fun with friends. The Extended Care staff,
Cheryl Sauer (who has been with the school for 19 years!) and Katya Hessel, say parents really
appreciate the flexibility and affordability of the program. "Parents may use the program for one
or more days a week, or only mornings or only afternoons or both. Students can even come to
Extended Care on an as needed basis," Mrs. Sauer explained. In addition to the complete
flexibility, parents only pay only for the day(s) they use the program. St. Mary’s School’s website
has the Extended Care Program's registration details, including schedule and fees, under School
Information > School Registration > Extended Care.

 Cell models
 Animal Behavior
Observation Lab
(using zoo webcams)
 Animal Dissection
(worm, frog, fetal pig)
 Morse Code Lab
 Digestion Lab
(Jolly Ranchers)

Come see for yourself what makes St. Mary’s School a school to believe in!
Schedule a personal tour with Diane Villhard, Enrollment Director, at 618.531.6172 or dvillhard@gmail.com

