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WANTED: St. Mary’s School Alumni   In honor of St. Mary’s School’s 50th 

Anniversary this year, we’re planning some alumni events! We invite friends, 

alumni, and grandparents to please fill out an information card from the church 

atrium or contact the school office at 618-656-1230.  
 

Mark Your Calendar 
02/09 - Confirmation Meeting 6:30 pm 
02/10 - T-Bird Toddlers, Gym 9:00 am 
02/14 - Valentine’s Day Parties 
02/15 - PTC Meeting 7 pm 
02/16 - Mom Chat, Adult Ed Rm 9:15 am 
02/20 - NO SCHOOL - Presidents Day 
03/09 - Spring Band Concert 7 pm 
03/12 - First Communion Retreat 1 pm 
03/18 - PTC Dinner Auction 6 pm 

One of the most exciting events of Catholic 
Schools Week is always the all-school hockey 
tournament! As per tradition, Mr. B (P.E. teacher) 
organized and refereed an exciting upper-grade 
hockey tournament that culminated in an 8th-
grade victory in front of the entire student body. 
Kindergarten through 3rd grades played 
exhibition matches, all the classes brought their 
best cheers, songs, and chants, and the 
Thunderbird spirit was storming the gym! 

Catholic Schools Week (January 29 - February 4, 
2017) is a national celebration of the faith, 
knowledge, and service that are the trademarks of 
Catholic schools. St. Mary’s School celebrated all 
week long. From the legendary school-wide hockey 

tournament to dress down spirit 
days to a Living Rosary prayer 
service, the students and faculty 
enjoyed special events each day. 

The all-school service project this 
year honored, recognized, and 
treated the community’s first 

responders. The youngest St. Mary’s students 
(Kindergarten - second grade) drew pictures and 
wrote thank you notes to police officers and 
firefighters. Upper grades made cookies for the 
departments, and seventh and eighth graders 
delivered the treats to nine different police and fire 
stations. 

“Catholic Schools Week is always a highlight of the 
school year,” Mrs. Diane Wepking, St. Mary’s 
Principal said, “The students love the tradition of the 
hockey tournament and pajama day, but they also 
appreciate during this week that we have the 

freedom to pray the rosary, go to mass together, and 
serve our community. I love being a part of a school 
that values the importance of developing faithful, 
responsible citizens.” 

Catholic Schools Week was packed with activities: 
donut breakfast, parent and 
teacher appreciation events, 
spelling bee, sports events, and 
pajama-movie day. School families 
also donated birthday party 
supplies, cake mix, birthday 
candles, and gift bags that were 

assembled into “birthday bags” to donate to the Glen
-Ed Food Pantry. “It is heart-warming to see the joy 
that the students get from serving others,” Michelle 
Dant, 3rd grade teacher said, “When they realize that 
they are helping another child have a birthday cake 
on their birthday, they are moved with generosity.” 

Since 1974, National Catholic Schools Week is the 
annual celebration of Catholic education in the 
United States. St. Mary’s is celebrating its 50th 
anniversary this school year and is proud to celebrate 
the values of faith, knowledge, and service that 
contribute to the growth of our school. 



Come see for yourself what makes St. Mary’s School a school to believe in! 

Schedule a personal tour with Diane Villhard, Enrollment Director, at 618.531.6172 or dvillhard@gmail.com 

Boys and Girls Volleyball teams have only just started the season, but all the Thunderbirds have 
already had a taste of victory! On the road at Sts. Peter & Paul in Collinsville, both boys teams had 
wins while the Lady T-Birds all had a winning night at home against Holy Family at the beginning of 
February. With a string of home games mid-February, the Thunderbirds are looking forward to 
many more competitive matches in the Catholic school league! Bump, set, spike!  

  Follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/StMarysSchoolEdwardsville 

As part of the Spanish curriculum at St. Mary’s, the 6th graders 
have been learning about the Spanish family member titles 
(example: mother is madre in Spanish). To show their 
understanding, each student created a presentation about 
fifteen members of his or her family. The students shared funny 
stories and even included fun 
pictures. It was a great way to 

share their "at home" families with our school family — all while 
learning. The students were even able to peer critique using their 
Chromebooks, while their classmates presented their knowledge of 
Spanish as they presented the members of their family.  

SPOTLIGHT ON SPANISH 

T-Bird Toddlers is a Mommy & Me Group where newborns 
through preschoolers are welcome to bring their mommies/
grandmas/nannies/aunties to the gym twice a month for music 
and playtime. Watch for monthly meeting dates on Facebook 
(St. Mary’s School Edwardsville), Thunder newsletter, or in the 
church bulletin. For more information, contact Kellie at kfrohnert@gmail.com. 

GRIFFIN NIGHTS: 
(open to all 8th graders, 6:30 - 8 pm) 

Tuesday, February 21st 
Tuesday, March 21st

 
 

www.mcgivneygriffins.com 
 

53 McGivney Griffins made the 
pilgrimage to the March for Life 

in Washington D.C. this year! 
 

Serving the Culture of Life! 

Junior high students working on 

engineering and design for the Boeing 

Glider Challenge Competition in May.  

Congrats to 
4th grader, 
Aidan D., 2017 
Spelling Bee 
winner! 

New 3 & 4-year-old 
PreK Options! 

St. Mary’s School is excited to 
announce new, flexible options 
for Pre-Kindergarten. Both our 3-
year-old and our 4-year-old Pre-K 
will be offered for full-days or 
half-days, three days (MWF) or 
five days per week starting next 
school year. The full-day option 
(3 or 5 days) can add on 
Extended Care (Before and After
-School Care) as needed to fit 
parents’ schedules. 

Classes are filling fast! Call the 
school office to schedule a tour 
and get a registration packet. 


