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Mark Your Calendar 
09/08-09 - Fall Fest 
09/19 - School Pictures 
09/20 - PTC Meeting 
09/29 - Spirit Wear 
10/03-06 - Book Fair 
10/06 - Grandparents’ Day 
10/09 - NO SCHOOL, Columbus Day 
10/26-27 - Parent-Teacher Conferences 
10/27 - Spirit Wear 
10/31 - Halloween Parade 

Catholic High School all contribute to St. Mary’s growth. 
Diane Villhard, St. Mary’s Enrollment Director, couldn’t 

be more pleased. “Our school families 
know we have a good thing going 
here,” Villhard said, “And now we’re 
doing a better job of spreading the 
word. Our new transfer students come 
from public school, other private 
schools, homeschooling, and from new 
moves to the area. In the first couple 
weeks of school, the new families are 
already volunteering, making friends, 
and becoming part of the St. Mary’s 
family.” 

As our community continues to grow, 
so do the opportunities for leadership, friendship, and 
faith-building. WELCOME BACK to each and every St. 
Mary’s family — new and old! 

St. Mary’s School increased enrollment by over 15 
percent this year! Every class — preschool through 8th 
grade — welcomed new students. “Not 
only have we welcomed many new 
families — preK, Kindergarten, and 
transfers — to our school this year, but 
we’ve also retained more students than 
ever!” Principal Wepking said, “We’re 
seeing and hearing a real confidence 
and Thunderbird pride in every part of 
our school, preschool through junior 
high.” 

St. Mary’s growing enrollment can be 
attributed to a number of factors. The 
solid, experienced faculty; new full-day 
preschool options; outstanding academics and extra-
curricular opportunities; the faith-filled, family 
environment; and the success of Father McGivney 

We feel the love of learning is 
strong within the St. Mary's 

family. We noticed this right away. 
At St. Mary's we experience the 
love through prayer, we see the 
love in this community, we hear 
the love through teachings, and 

we are grateful for this 
environment.  

- new St. Mary’s parents  

THUNDERBIRDS ARE BACK ON THE FIELDS! 

The soccer fields at St. Mary’s are getting 
good use because it is soccer season! Boys 
and girls from K-4th are invited to join the 
Thunderbirds soccer teams, no experience 
necessary. They are matched up with other 
local Catholic schools in the area. The soccer 
season is short but sweet, so catch the game 
schedule on St. Mary’s website and come out 
to watch the T-Birds play hard and have fun! 

St. Mary’s 
baseball 
is in full 
swing too! 
Our 6th-
8th grade 

boys have paired up with St. Boniface for 
an exciting season. These boys are real 
sluggers, scoring 10 runs in one inning 
during a tight game against Trinity 
Lutheran. Games are played against area 
middle schools such as Bunker Hill, 
Maryville Christian, and Liberty Middle 
School. Home games are played during 
the week at Hoppe Park. 



Come see for yourself what makes St. Mary’s School a school to believe in! 

Schedule a personal tour with Diane Villhard, Enrollment Director, at 618.531.6172 or dvillhard@gmail.com 

         Follow us on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/StMarysSchoolEdwardsville 

FATHER MCGIVNEY 
CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL 

Homecoming 2017 

Men’s Soccer vs. Murphysboro 
 Sat., September 23rd at 11 am 

St. Mary’s School kicked off the school year 
by studying and viewing the solar eclipse on 
August 21, 2017. The K-8 students attended 
an Eclipse Fair organized by Dr. Lynne Miller, 
SIUE Chemistry Professor and school parent, 
in the gym on Friday before the Monday 
eclipse. Twelve different stations such as 
“Solar Selfies,” “My Corona,” “Solar Safety,” 
and “Electromagnetic Spectrum” offered 
hands-on experiences. Then, the students 
were ready for Eclipse Day when they 
viewed the eclipse outside through safety 
glasses and pinhole 
viewers, and inside 
where the eclipse 
was live-streaming 
in the gym. 

“We couldn’t pass up 
the opportunity to use 
the solar eclipse as a 
learning experience. 
Students of all ages can 
learn to appreciate this 
rare occurrence and 

hopefully get excited that there’s still so 
much to learn about space and 
planetary science.” 

~ Dr. Lynne Miller 

“I loved seeing the 
students translate 
what they’d learned 
at the Eclipse Fair into a real 
understanding of the solar eclipse. It 
was a true STREAM event — Planetary 

Science viewed 
through UV-
ray-blocking 
Technology 
(glasses), and 
Engineered 
pinhole 
viewers, 

appreciated in the context of the Artistic 
masterpiece created by God, measured 
Mathematically 
to determine our 
degree of 
totality!” 

~ Mrs. Wepking 

Welcome to 3-Year-Old Preschool, 

Miss Katie! 

Thanks to our 6th Grade Safety Patrol for 
raising, lowering, and folding the flag, taking 
in recess equipment, and removing parking 
lot safety cones each and every school day! 

St. Mary’s 8th Graders keep a close watch 
over their Kindergarten Buddies during their 
first All-School Mass. 

This year’s Edwardsville Catholic Schools 
Band has 56 senior members and 25+ 
junior members! Watch for them at the Fall 
Fest and the upcoming Homecoming, 
Halloween, and Veteran’s Day Parades. 

DRUM ROLL PLEASE… The PTC and 2017 Auction Chair, Robin McGranahan, are excited to 
announce that the Auction's final accounting process is complete and the net PROFIT was $61,050! 
THANK YOU to everyone who worked so hard, donated so generously, and bid so high! The support 
from our school and parish families, as well as the community, was tremendous and is truly 
appreciated! A special thank you to Michelle Jamison for implementing the auction check-out 
software and Kristin Guehlstorf for completing the arduous task of reconciling the Auction's 
accounts.                  Mark your calendars for the 2018 Auction on March 3, 2018! 

She is funny 
and we do fun 
things. 

~ Lucas, age 3 

She reads us a 
story about 
school. 

~ Auggie, age 3 

Welcome, Mrs. Tucker, Junior High 
Science and 6th Grade Homeroom Teacher! 


