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THUNDER
St. Mary’s School T-birds making some noise

in our parish, community, and the whole world!

DISTANCE LEARNING
[dis-tuhns lur-ning] also called distance education,
e-learning, and online learning, form of education in
which the main elements include physical separation
of teachers and students during instruction and the
use of various technologies to facilitate studentteacher and student-student communication. (Britannica)

Dining rooms
and kitchen
tables
became
classrooms.

“WE MADE IT!” Mrs. Wepking, St. Mary’s Principal, proudly states as we wrap
up a very unusual school year. St. Mary’s last day meeting on campus this
school year was Friday, March 13th. Most students waved goodbye to their
teachers and friends at pick up that day thinking they’d be back in a week or
two. All grade levels took home a few extra books and their Chromebooks so
they could work from home like we do on virtual snow days. Little did they
know that as our whole country – indeed the entire world – faced the novel
Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, we would be finishing our last two
months of school from home.

Spirit Days like pajama day,
jersey day, crazy hair day,
and superhero day kept
families connected.

D.E.A.R. Day
Drop
Everything
And Read

Distance learning quickly became a way of life for school families. “I’m just so
proud of our families and teachers,” Mrs. Wepking said, “They stayed so
positive in their outlooks and feedback.” Indeed, teachers conducted Zoom
calls with their classes, assigned classwork through Google Classroom and
other formats, and even took the time to check in on students’ well-being
throughout the at-home learning,.
“We were able to continue teaching our curriculum,” Mrs. Wepking
confirmed, “And I want parents to know that we will meet the students where
they are in the fall.” Most of the parents are excited to send their kids back
to the talented St. Mary’s teachers next year. And while we are all certainly
disappointed to miss Spring sports, traditions, sacraments, and milestones,
we are also strengthened as a community through the inspiring acts of
kindness, thoughtfulness, and prayer that make us #StMarysStrong!
Spring weather =
outdoor family
time!

Families
shared their
positive
attitudes in
social media
posts.

STEM, P.E., art, science, research,
and computer coding projects
continued from home thanks to
creative teachers, helpful
parents, and online Zoom calls.

Faculty and staff drove past school
families’ homes to show their support.
Student Council returned the love with
a parade past the teachers’ houses.

Drive-thru
Palm Sunday
palms
distribution

Virtual
May
Crowning

Preschool continued from
home too: stuffed animal
census, crafts, and online
show-and-tell.
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Eighth Grade

Graduates

2020

Foreign
Language

Volleyball

Tennis

Model UN

Model UN

Band

Altar Server

Writing
Lore for
Games

FMCHS

FMCHS

EHS

Wilson Stephen

Alex

Band

Golf

Photo Club

Craft Club

Basketball

Volleyball

Volleyball

Ping Pong

Biking

FMCHS

FMCHS

FMCHS

Allison

postponed

Tyler Brianna

Introducing an amazing class who will never forget this very unusual graduation year!
Volleyball

Volleyball

Volleyball

Volleyball

Basketball

Stu Co

Swim Team

Band

Stu Co

Volleyball

Boeing

Reading

Stu Co

Boeing

Video Games

FMCHS

FMCHS

FMCHS

FMCHS

FMCHS

Anna

Ethan

Elaina

Olivia

Will

Basketball

Volleyball

Volleyball

Basketball

Robotics

Soccer

Dance

Baseball

Stu Co

Boeing

Volleyball

Gym

Basketball

Golf

Stu Co

SLUH

FMCHS

FMCHS

FMCHS

FMCHS

Jack Meaghan Samuel Charlie
Stay up to date! Follow us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/StMarysSchoolEdwardsville
~~~~~ REGISTER NOW! ~~~~~
Preschool - 8th Grade
Registration for 2020-21 is
open and filling up fast!
Transfers and new students
welcome!
Call Diane Villhard at 618-531-6172 for more information!

Drew

